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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT

VWHEREAS, W are, in the words of President Abraham
Lincoln, a "governnment of the people, by the people, and for

t he peopl e"; and

WHEREAS, An anendnent to the Illinois Constitution built
upon the Lincoln principles of governnent wll serve to

strengt hen our denocracy; and

WHEREAS, The petition rights of our citizens are central

to our formof self-governnent; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLI NO S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that there shall Dbe
submtted to the electors of the State for adoption or
rejection at the general election next occurring at |east 6
mont hs after the adoption of this resolution a proposition to
anmend Sections 1 and 8 of Article IV of the Constitution as

foll ows:

ARTI CLE IV
THE LEG SLATURE

(ILCON Art. 1V, Sec. 1)
SECTI ON 1. LEG SLATURE - POWER AND STRUCTURE

(a) Except as pr ovi ded in subsecti on (b), the

| egi sl ative power is vested in a General Assenbly consisting
of a Senate and a House of Representatives, elected by the
el ectors from59 Legislative Districts and 118 Representative
Districts.

(b) The electors reserve to thenselves the |legislative

power to propose bills by petition for consideration by the

CGCeneral Assenbly as provided in subsection (b-5) of Section
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8.

(Source: Amendnent adopted at general election Novenber 4,

1980.)

(ILCON Art. 1V, Sec. 8)
SECTI ON 8. PASSAGE OF BILLS

(a) The enacting clause of the laws of this State shal
be: "Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,
represented in the CGeneral Assenbly.”

(b) The General Assenbly shall enact laws only by bill.

Except as provided in subsection (b-5), bills may originate

in either house, but may be anended or rejected by the other.

(b-5) Bills may be proposed by a petition signed by a

nunber of electors equal in nunber to at | east 6% of the

total votes cast for candidates for Governor in the preceding

qubernatorial election. A petition shall contain the text of

the bill, shall have been signed by the petitioning electors

not nore than one year preceding the filing of the petition,

and shall be filed with the Secretary of State not earlier

than the second Wdnesday in January in any yvear and not

| ater than the fourth Wednesday in March in that vear. The

procedure for determining the validity and sufficiency of a

petition shall be provided by law, but the procedure shal

take not | onger than 30 days.

If a petition is determned to be valid and sufficient as

provided by law, the bill proposed by the petition shall be

proposed to the nmenbers of the House of Representatives by

the Speaker of the House of Representatives and to the

menbers of the Senate by the President of the Senate. The

bill may not be anended by either house. A record vote of

all the nenbers of the House of Representatives and all the

menbers of the Senate shall be taken on the bill not nore

than 30 days after the petition is deternmned to be valid and

sufficient.
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(c) No bill shall beconme a |aw without the concurrence
of a mpority of the nenbers elected to each house. Final
passage of a bill shall be by record vote. In the Senate at
the request of two nenbers, and in the House at the request
of five nenbers, a record vote may be taken on any other
occasion. A record vote is a vote by yeas and nays entered on
t he journal

(d) A bill shall be read by title on three different
days in each house. A bill and each anendnent thereto shal
be reproduced and placed on the desk of each nenber before
final passage.

Bills, except bills for appropriations and for the
codification, revision or rearrangenent of |aws, shall be
confined to one subject. Appropriation bills shall be limted
to the subject of appropriations.

A bill expressly anmending a law shall set forth
conpletely the sections anended.

The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
Presi dent of the Senate shall sign each bill that passes both
houses to certify that the procedural requirenents for
passage have been net.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

SCHEDULE
This Constitutional Amendnent takes effect upon being
decl ared adopted in accordance with Section 7 of the Illinois

Consti tutional Anmendnent Act.
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